
From an employment survey in 2018 (Waltho, 2019), 
Australian Institute of Geosciences estimated that 85 % of 

Australian geoscientists are men

Women Volcanologists who inspire me:



Did you know?
• While most people know the mountain range as the 

Grampians, Aboriginal people have always known this 
place as Gariwerd

• Gariwerd is a special place central to the dreaming of 
Aboriginal people, particularly the Djab Wurrung and 
the Jardwadjali, the traditional people of this area.

• Gariwerd is a very spiritual place for Aboriginal people, 
because of the dreaming stories and the abundance of 
food, water and shelter it provides

• Gariwerd contains evidence of numerous occupation 
sites and 90% of the rock art sites in Victoria.



Tarawera volcano – my PhD field locality

• Te Arawa people (the first explorers of the land) settled in the

area in 14th Century

• Buried their dead on the slopes of their sacred Tarawera

mauga (mountain)

• Rūaumoko (ancestral god of earthquakes) groaned deep

within the earth, reminding people of the volcanic power below

• 1860s: tourism boomed due to Pink and White Terraces

• A difficult time for Māori society as they became dependent on

a cash economy

• Tuhoto Ariki, a tohunga (priest) of great power, warned the

people that disaster could follow: the sighting of a phantom

canoe ten days before the eruption was a warning sign

• When the 1886 eruption occurred, three of the Māori villages

were destroyed. Death toll: 120

• The grief following the eruption was terrible for the tribes

• Many survivors were relocated

Hannah Moore, PhD student



• Women comprise just 14% of all scientists, engineers and 

technologists in India, while the global average is 28.4%, 

according to a report of the National Task Force on 

Women in Science released in 2018. 

• In the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), which 

recently launched the Chandrayaan-2 lunar mission - 30%

of scientists are women

India’s lunar mission is a ‘giant leap for womankind’

Chandrayaan-2 Mission Project Director 

Muthayya Vanitha (left), an electronics and 

communications engineer and the Mission 

Director Ritu Karidhal (right), an aerospace 

engineer

These women inspire me greatly!



Did you know?

• The Yolngu people, in north eastern Arnhem Land in the 

Northern Territory, recognised how the tides are linked to the 

phases of the moon before Italian scientist Galileo Galilei.  

• Aboriginal people had figured out how eclipses work, and 

knew how the planets moved differently from the stars to 

regulate the cycles of travel from one place to another, 

maximising the availability of seasonal foods.

• Aboriginal people had sophisticated number systems, knew bush 

medicine, and navigated using stars and oral maps to support 

flourishing trade routes across the country.

Ngarra, Larrkardi, 2005, synthetic 

polymer paint on paper.

Tchingal is the emu that can be seen in 

the Milky Way.



Linking traditional Indigenous knowledge and earth science research

"Traditional Indigenous knowledge comes, in part, from an 

intimate relationship to the land and the natural 

environment through living in, and interacting with, 

complex systems," said Kurt Konhauser, professor in 

the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences and 

project lead. 

"In many ways, this traditional knowledge parallels that 

which an earth sciences researcher acquires during their 

studies."

Source: https://www.ualberta.ca/science/news/2019/april/konhauser-mccalla-professorship.html

Prof. Kurt Konhauser, professor in the Department of 

Earth and Atmospheric Sciences

Prof. Konhauser works collaboratively with Elders and 

community educators from the Fort MacKay First Nation in 

northeast Alberta to build a rich, collaborative partnership, to 

engage Indigenous students with earth sciences programming.

https://www.ualberta.ca/science/about-us/contact-us/faculty-directory/kurt-konhauser
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-sciences


Pride in Polar 

Research is a network 

of LGBTQIA+ folk and 

allies in the Polar 

Research community.

Why is visibility for LGBTQ+ 
STEM workers so critical?

500 Queer Scientists: 

A visibility campaign for 

LGBTQ+ people and 

their allies working in 

STEM and STEM-

supporting jobs — a 

group that collectively 

represents a powerful 

force of scientific 

progress and 

discovery. 1,363 stories 

and counting....

Check 
out!

A 2018 study found that undergraduate sexual minority 

students were 7% less likely to be retained in STEM 

compared to switching into a non-STEM program, and 14% 

less likely to stay in a STEM major if they have had a 

research experience (typically associated with retention in 

STEM the pipeline). 

A 2014 study of STEM faculty at universities found that 

69.2% of ‘out’ faculty members felt uncomfortable in their 

university department, and that those who were out were 

7.2 times more likely to experience exclusionary behavior

by colleagues.


