
From an employment survey in 2018 (Waltho, 2019), 
Australian Institute of Geosciences estimated that 85 % of 

Australian geoscientists are men

Women Volcanologists who inspire me:



• Women comprise just 14% of all scientists, engineers and 

technologists in India, while the global average is 28.4%, 

according to a report of the National Task Force on 

Women in Science released in 2018. 

• In the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), which 

recently launched the Chandrayaan-2 lunar mission - 30%

of scientists are women

India’s lunar mission is a ‘giant leap for womankind’

Chandrayaan-2 Mission Project Director 

Muthayya Vanitha (left), an electronics and 

communications engineer and the Mission 

Director Ritu Karidhal (right), an aerospace 

engineer

These women inspire me greatly!



Did you know?

• The Yolngu people, in north eastern Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory, 

recognised how the tides are linked to the phases of the moon before Italian 

scientist Galileo Galilei.  

• Aboriginal people had figured out how eclipses work, and knew how the planets 

moved differently from the stars to regulate the cycles of travel from one place 

to another, maximising the availability of seasonal foods.

• Aboriginal people had sophisticated number systems, knew bush medicine, and 

navigated using stars and oral maps to support flourishing trade routes across the 

country.
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Tchingal is the emu that can be seen in 

the Milky Way.



Linking traditional Indigenous knowledge and earth science research

"Traditional Indigenous knowledge comes, in part, from an 

intimate relationship to the land and the natural environment 

through living in, and interacting with, complex systems," 

said Kurt Konhauser, professor in the Department of Earth and 

Atmospheric Sciences and project lead. 

"In many ways, this traditional knowledge parallels that which an 

earth sciences researcher acquires during their studies."

Source: https://www.ualberta.ca/science/news/2019/april/konhauser-mccalla-professorship.html

Prof. Kurt Konhauser, professor in the Department of 

Earth and Atmospheric Sciences

Prof. Konhauser works collaboratively with Elders and community 

educators from the Fort MacKay First Nation in northeast Alberta to 

build a rich, collaborative partnership, to engage Indigenous students 

with earth sciences programming.

https://www.ualberta.ca/science/about-us/contact-us/faculty-directory/kurt-konhauser
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-sciences

